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Compendium
of the Letter of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI
to the Bishops, Priests, Consecrated Persons andy&aithful
of the Catholic Church in the People’s Republic oChina
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The intent of this “Compendium” is to assist thader in understanding the main points
of the Holy Father’s Letter and to respond, by gugpthe words of His Holiness, to the questions
that are frequently raised by Catholics.
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In his Letter, the Holy Father repeatedly quotes ttocuments of Vatican Il, especially
Gaudium et Spes (GS), (the Pastoral ConstitutiotherChurch in the modern world), and Lumen
Gentium (LG), (the Dogmatic Constitution on the @in). He also quotes from many writings of
his predecessor, Pope John Paul Il, as well asows talks during the first three years of his
Pontificate, plus some pronouncements from Vati€Camgregations. The sources cited in 56
footnotes testify to an important fact: the Catbdlihurch in China is a member of the Universal
Church both essentially and historically (espegiafi post-Vatican Il Church history). All that is
said about the Church of Jesus Christ may be agpbehe Catholic Church in China.
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Speaking about the layout of the Letter, the &red second parts are arranged clearly and
analytically, making it easy for people to grasp main points and the path the readers should
follow. The First Part, “The Situation of the Chlwre- Theological Aspects” establishes the
theological foundations of the Letter. This is ttaitional style of the Catholic Church. From the
Epistles of St. Paul, through every Ecumenical @dudocuments have been like this: first come
God'’s revelation and theological explanations, @ahdn afterwards a link to ethical norms. These
are the important responsibilities transmitted ive tSecond Part, “Guidelines for Pastoral Life”.
No matter whether there are seven theological a@spec eight pastoral guidelines, all are
addressed to the Church in China from the wholer€@inthroughout the entire world, in order to
normalize the irregularities of the Church situaticn China and to help the Chinese ecclesial

community to make the Risen Christ present to nmogerld (2.2 and 10.10).
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After the text, there is a “Table of Contents,” wimigroups the 20 numbered sections

under different headings: nn. 1-2 contain a gregtamd the purpose of the Letter; nn. 3-9 explain

in detail 7 theological aspects of the situationtieé Church; nn. 10-17 give 8 guidelines for

pastoral life; and finally nn. 18-20 conclude withe revocation of special pastoral faculties, the

establishment of a day of prayer for the ChurciCimna, and a final greeting. Before reading the

text, reading these 20 headings first will enabie to make an intelligent guess at what the Letter

says. This will certainly deepen one’s comprehensiat.
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Reading the letter with the heart of its authortagnly enables one to understand it more
thoroughly and deeply. What was in the Holy Fatlseneart when he wrote this Letter? We can
reply with three pairs of descriptive phrases takemm the Letter: concern both for knowledge
and feelings, the presence of both truth and lare] promoting both the Eucharist and the
hierarchy. To restate it a little more clearly, thetter is not only intelligent and reasonableisit

also an emotionally moving document. These arértieefeelings of a pastor and a father.



Questions and Answers
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1. Towhom is the Letter addressed?
“To the Bishops, Priests, Consecrated Persons agd-aithful of the Catholic Church in

the People’s Republic of ChinéTitle of the Lettex.
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! The Letter contains messages for the Chinese Gment authorities (4.3) as well.
(4.3)



2. What is the Purpose of the Letter?

It is to express thatYou are present in my heart and in my daily praged how deep is
the relationship of communion that unites us gpatly” (1.2) and to express his fraternal
closeness as well as his admiration for the gredfiesings undergone for the sake of Jesus Christ
(2.1)).

The Holy Father, writing as the Successor of Peted universal Pastor of the Church,
wishes through this Letter to offer some guidelioescerning the life of the Church (2.2). The
Letter responds to numerous concrete questionsdals/ people in recent years, such as the
tensions and divisions within the Church and whk Chinese civil society (6), the function of
national organizations (7the appointment of Bishops and the exercise of gastoral ministry
(8 to 10), the celebration of the Sacraments (10) and algoréitognition and circumscription of
ecclesial provinces and dioceses (11).

It joyfully manifests the sincere gratitude for flagthfulness offered, in the past and in the
present, by the Chinese Catholic Community (4.1).

It confirms the faith of the Chinese Catholics &mwebrs their unity (4.1).

It expresses the Holy Father's hope to engage speetful and constructive dialogue with the
Chinese authorities (4.3).
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3. Into how many parts is the Letter divided?
The Letter is divided into two parts: the firstegtitled “The Situation of the Church:
Theological Aspectsthe second is entitletfuidelines for pastoral life”.
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4. What is the current social situation in which the Qwrch in China finds herself?

The pressure to attain the desired and necessamaguic and social development and the
search for modernity are accompanied by two diffeeend contrasting phenomena, both of which
should nonetheless be evaluated with equal prudandea positive apostolic spirit. On the one
hand, especially among the young, one can detegroaving interest in the spiritual and
transcendent dimension of the human person, withnsequent interest in religion, particularly in
Christianity. On the other hand, there are sigmsChina too, of the tendency towards materialism
and hedonism, which are spreading from the bigsito the entire country (3.3).

In China also the Church is called to be a witnes€hrist, to look forward with hope, and
- in proclaiming the Gospel - to measure up to tleev challenges that the Chinese People must
face (3.5).
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5. What is the Holy Father’s vision for a dialoge between the Holy See and the Chinese
government?

The Holy Father, who regards the entire ChinesepReavith sincere admiration and
sentiments of friendship, realizes that the noreagion of relations with the People’s Republic of
China requires time and presupposes the good Wilbath parties. For its part, the Holy See
always remains open to negotiations, so necess$dheidifficulties of the present time are to be
overcome (4.3).

The Catholic Church seeks no privilege from Chind ds leaders, but solely to dialogue,
in order to build a relationship based upon muttegpect and deeper understanding (4.4).

The Catholic Church sincerely proposes to offergeoagain, humble and disinterested
service in the areas of her competence, for thelgdaChinese Catholics and for the good of all
the inhabitants of the country (4.4).

The Catholic Church which is in China does not havaission to change the structure or
administration of the State. She has to play het gaough rational argument and she has to
reawaken the spiritual energy without which justigéhich always demands sacrifice, cannot
prevail and prosper. A just society must be thaea@ment of politics, not of the Church. Yet the
promotion of justice through efforts to bring abagenness of mind and will to the demands of
the common good is something which concerns thecGldeeply (4.6).

In the light of these unrenounceable principleg, sblution to existing problems cannot be
pursued via an ongoing conflict with the legitimaigil authorities; at the same time, though,
compliance with those authorities is not acceptabdeen they interfere unduly in matters
regarding the faith and discipline of the ChurcheTcivil authorities are well aware that the
Church in her teaching invites the faithful to beod citizens, respectful and active contributors to

the common good in their country, but it is likesvidear that she asks the State to guarantee to



those same Catholic citizens the full exercisehefrtfaith, with respect for authentic religious
freedom (4.7).
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6. What are the other messages to the Chinese authies that the Holy Father's Letter
conveys?

The Holy Father trusts that an accord can be reachath the Government so as to
resolve certain questions regarding the choicearfdidates for the episcopate, the publication of
the appointment of Bishops, and the recognitioorcerning civil effects where necessary — of the
new Bishops on the part of the civil authorities3}9

The Holy See is prepared to address the entire tmque®f the circumscriptions and
ecclesiastical provinces in an open and constractlialogue with the Chinese Episcopate and —
where opportune and helpful — with governmentahatrities (11).

The Holy Father renews his earnest wish (cf. sacip paragraphs 2, 3, 4) that in the
course of a respectful and open dialogue betweertily See and the Chinese Bishops on the one
hand, and the governmental authorities on the gttier difficulties mentioned may be overcome
and thus a fruitful understanding may be reachedt twill prove beneficial to the Catholic

community and to social cohesion (12.2).
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7. What does the Holy Father say to the Catholicsho suffered for the faith in China?

The Holy Father deeply appreciates their witnesss &ppreciation flows through the
whole Letter as follows:

“I wish, therefore, to convey to all of you thepegssion of my fraternal closeness. With
intense joy | acknowledge your faithfulness to 6hthe Lord and to the Church, a faithfulness
that you have manifested ‘sometimes at the pricgrafe sufferings’, since ‘it has been granted to
you that for the sake of Christ you should not dmjieve in him but also suffer for his sakehl
1:29)" (2.1).

“The word of God helps us, once again, to discakiermysterious and profound meaning
of the Church's path in the world. In fact the sabjof one of the most important visions of the
Book of Revelation is [the] Lamb in the act of opena scroll, previously closed with seven seals
that no one had been able to break open. Johrersshown in tears, for he finds no one worthy of
opening the scroll or reading it (dRev5:4). History remains indecipherable, incompreftgas
No one can read it. Perhaps John's weeping bdierenystery of a history so obscure expresses
the Asian Churches' dismay at God's silence infadbe of the persecutions to which they were
exposed at the time. It is a dismay that can oleanitror our consternation in the face of the
serious difficulties, misunderstandings and hdgtilhat the Church also suffers today in various

parts of the world. These are trials that the Cihhal@es not of course deserve, just as Jesus himself
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did not deserve his torture. However, they revesh lthe wickedness of man, when he abandons
himself to the promptings of evil, and also theesigr ordering of events on God's part” (3.6).

“As universal Pastor of the Church, | wish to masifsincere gratitude to the Lord for the
deeply-felt witness of faithfulness offered by tGhinese Catholic community in truly difficult
circumstances. At the same time, | sense the urggad, as my deep and compelling duty and as
an expression of my paternal love, to confirm thiéhfof Chinese Catholics and favour their unity
with the means proper to the Church” (4.1).

“Keep in mind, moreover, that your path of recoiatibn is supported by the example and
the prayer of so many ‘witnesses of the faith’ wiave suffered and have forgiven, offering their
lives for the future of the Catholic Church in ChirTheir very existence represents a permanent
blessing for you in the presence of our Heaventhéia and their memory will not fail to produce
abundant fruit” (6.7).

“Many members of the Chinese episcopate who haideduhe Church in recent decades
have offered and continue to offer a shining testiynto their own communities and to the
universal Church. Once again, let a heartfelt hyipraise and thanksgiving be sung to the ‘chief
Shepherd’ of the flock (Pet 5:4): in fact, it must not be forgotten that maBishops have
undergone persecution and have been impeded extdreise of their ministry, and some of them
have made the Church fruitful with the sheddingheir blood” (8.5).

“We must thank the Lord for this constant presence without suffering, of Bishops who
have received episcopal ordination in conformitythwCatholic tradition, that is to say, in
communion with the Bishop of Rome, Successor okeiRaind at the hands of validly and
legitimately ordained Bishops in observance ofriteeof the Catholic Church” (8.9).

“In the most difficult periods of the recent histasf the Catholic Church in China, the lay
faithful, both as individuals and families and asmfers of spiritual and apostolic movements,
have shown total fidelity to the Gospel, even pgyarpersonal price for their faithfulness to Christ
My dear lay people, you are called, today too,nmarnate the Gospel in your lives and to bear
witness to it by means of generous and effectiveise for the good of the people and for the
development of the country: and you will accomplisis mission by living as honest citizens and
by operating as active and responsible co-workeispreading the word of God to those around
you, in the country or in the city. You who in ratéimes have been courageous witnesses of the

faith, must remain the hope of the Church for thire! This demands from you an ever more
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engaged patrticipation in all areas of Church lifecommunion with your respective Pastors”
(15.1).

“At the conclusion of this Letter | pray that yalgar Pastors of the Catholic Church which
is in China, priests, consecrated persons anddulgfdl, may ‘rejoice, though now for a little
while you may have to suffer various trials, sotttee genuineness of your faith, more precious
than gold which though perishable is tested by fitay redound to praise and glory and honour at
the revelation of Jesus Christ’ Pet1:6-7)" (20.1).
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8. What are the Holy Father’s guidelines for the lifeof the Catholic Church in China?

“In the Catholic Church which is in China, the usisal Church is present, the Church of
Christ, which in the Creed we acknowledge to be boéy, catholic and apostolic, that is to say,
the universal community of the Lord's disciples’2(5

“As you know, the profound unity which binds togettthe particular Churches found in
China, and which likewise places them in intimatanmunion with all the other particular

Churches throughout the world, has its roots ndt omthe same faith and in a common Baptism,
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but above all in the Eucharist and in the episaphikewise, the unity of the episcopate, of

which «the Roman Pontiff, as the Successor of P&ethe perpetual and visible source and
foundation», continues down the centuries throdnghapostolic succession and is the foundation
of the identity of the Church in every age with @hurch built by Christ on Peter and on the

other Apostles” (5.3).

“It is therefore indispensable, for the unity o&t&hurch in individual nations, that every
Bishop should be in communion with the other Bishognd that all should be in visible and
concrete communion with the Pope” (5.4).

“The Apostles and their successors are theref@euistodians and authoritative witnesses

of the deposit of truth consigned to the Church3)7
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2 We can see that the Holy Father is talking alaaspiritual reconciliation, which can and mustetgkace now, even
before a structural merger of official and unotiicCatholic communities takes place. As a mattefaof, the Holy
Father seems to make a distinction between “atsgirreconciliation” and “a structural merger”. lfecognizes that
the reconciliation is like a journey that “canna &ccomplished overnight” (6.6): however, he emizleasthat the
steps to be taken on the way are necessary andtuegel cannot therefore be postponed becausen tite pretext
that - they are difficult since they require theemoming of personal positions or views. Times a&ys may vary
according to local situations, but the commitmentdconciliation cannot be abandoned. This patfeodnciliation,
furthermore, cannot be limited to the spiritualineaf prayer alone but must also be expressed tfrquactical steps
of effective ecclesial communion (exchange of eigreres, sharing of pastoral projects, common iga, etc.).
Finally, it should not be forgotten that all withtoexception are invited to engage in these stepshoBs, priests,
religious and lay faithful. It is by means of piiaat steps that spiritual reconciliation, includinigible reconciliation,
will gradually occur, which will culminate one day the complete structural unity of every diocesammunity
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9. How does the Holy Father deal with the tensiorend divisions or the “painful situation of
serious differences involving lay faithful and the pastors” ?

“The domain of communiofkoinonig embodies and reveals the very essence of the
mystery of the Church” (6.1).

“These matters, which concern the very naturéhefuniversal Church, have a particular
significance for the Church which is in China. ledeyou are aware of the problems that she is
seeking to overcome — within herself and in heatrehs with Chinese civil society — tensions,
divisions and recriminations” (6.2).

“The history of the Church teaches us, then, ¢hdhentic communion is not expressed
without arduous efforts at reconciliation. Inde#tg purification of memory, the pardoning of
wrong-doers, the forgetting of injustices suffeeedl the loving restoration to serenity of troubled
hearts, all to be accomplished in the name of Jesicsfied and risen, can require moving beyond
personal positions or viewpoints, born of painfuldifficult experiences. These are urgent steps
that must be taken if the bonds of communion betvtae faithful and the Pastors of the Church

in China are to grow and be made visible” (6.4).

around its one Bishop and of every diocesan comiywmith each other and with the universal Churah.this
context, it is licit and fitting to encourage clgrgnd lay faithful to make gestures of forgivenasd reconciliation in
this direction.
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% The Papal Letter does not use the terms “offiaiad unofficial Church”, nor “open and undergrouritu€zh”, and
ignores the wrong term “Patriotic Church,” whichessometimes still sees in the media today.
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For this reason, Pope John Paul Il, in a messagetsethe Chinese Catholics at the
approach of the Holy Year 2000, said: “In your @ueion for the Great Jubilee, remember that in
the biblical tradition this moment always entaitbeé obligation to forgive one another's debts, to

make satisfaction for injustices committed, antbéaeconciled with one's neighbour” (6.5).
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* According to the Footnote n. 36 of the Papal Leiach claim comes from the “Statutes of the Chir@atholic
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10. How does the Holy Father describe the State Ageies and “the Entities Imposed as
Principal Determinants of the Life of the CatholicCommunity”?

“A careful analysis of the aforementioned painéitluation of serious differences (cf.
section 6 above), involving the lay faithful an@ithPastors, highlights among the various causes
the significant part played by entities that haeerimposed as the principal determinants of the
life of the Catholic community. Still today, in facecognition from these entities is the criterion
for declaring a community, a person or a religiplase legal and therefore «official». All this has
caused division both among the clergy and amonglahefaithful. It is a situation primarily
dependent on factors external to the Church, biudstseriously conditioned her progress, giving
rise also to suspicions, mutual accusations andhmgtions, and it continues to be a weakness
in the Church that causes concern” (7.1).

“Regarding the delicate issue of the relations @onfmintained with the agencies of the
State, particular enlightenment can be found initivéation of the Second Vatican Council to
follow the words andnodus operanddf Jesus Christ. He, indeed, “did not wish to lyohtical
Messiah who would dominate by force but preferedall himself the Son of Man who came to
serve, and ‘to give his life as a ransom for maiMk 10:45). He showed himself as the perfect
Servant of God who ‘will not break a bruised reedjoench a smouldering wickMt 12:20). He

recognized civil authority and its rights when hdaeyed tribute to be paid to Caesar, but he gave

Patriotic Association (CCPA), 2004, article 3".

In the light of “Jesus’ original plan” for the Chalr (7.5), the Holy Father indicates (7.6) some etspef these
entities which cannot be reconciled with Catholactiine, in particular their claim to place thenvesl above the
Bishops and to guide the life of the ecclesial camity, as well as their declared purpose of impleting “the
principles of independence and autonomy, self-mamagt and democratic administration of the Chuiet. 3 of
the “Statutes of the Chinese Catholic Patrioticoksstion [CCPA], 2004”). Hence, as to the relatibm$e maintained
with these State entities, the Pope recommendBsshnd priests to do all possible to avoid givisg to situations
of scandal. At the same time, he invites them sgrthe opportunities to form the conscience off#iteful. This
should be done safeguarding communion and fratetmmlerstanding and avoiding judgments and mutual
condemnations. With regard to this matter too,hiowdd be borne in mind that every case should k@uated
individually, taking into account the real intemtgof the person concerned and the circumstanc®s (7
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clear warning that the greater rights of God mustédspected: ‘Render therefore to Caesar the
things that are Caesar's, and to God, the thiregsatie God's’'NIt 22:21)” (7.2).

“Considering «Jesus’ original plan», it is cleaattithe claim of some entities, desired by
the State and extraneous to the structure of thedihto place themselves above the Bishops and
to guide the life of the ecclesial community, daes correspond to Catholic doctrine, according to
which the Church is «apostolic», as the SecondceatCouncil underlined” (7.5).

“Likewise, the declared purpose of the aforememth entities to implement «the
principles of independence and autonomy, self-mamagt and democratic administration of the
Church» is incompatible with Catholic doctrine, walhifrom the time of the ancient Creeds
professes the Church to be «one, holy, catholicagagdtolic»” (7.6).
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® With regard to the recognition by the civil Authiies - necessary in order to function publiclythe Holy Father
reaffirms some fundamental principles: “The clanidescondition is not a normal feature of the Clsdife, and
history shows that Pastors and faithful have resmtw it only amid suffering, in the desire to ntain the integrity of
their faith and to resist interference from Stagereies in matters pertaining intimately to the €his life” (8.10);
civil recognition may be accepted “on conditiontttfdis does not entail the denial of unrenounceghbileciples of
faith and of ecclesiastical communion” (7.8): “abh@lways”, however, the people involved are oldig® adopt
attitudes, make gestures and undertake commitnttesitsre contrary to the dictates of their consmess Catholics”
(7.8); the Holy See leaves the decision to theviddal Bishop who, having consulted his presbyterat better able
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11. Does the process of reconciliation mean thah® must now join the officially registered
Catholic community?

“Not a few members of the Catholic community as&iag whether recognition from the
civil authorities — necessary in order to functjpublicly — somehow compromises communion
with the universal Church. | am fully aware thastproblem causes painful disquiet in the hearts

of Pastors and faithful. In this regard | maintamthe first place, that the requisite and couocaige

to know the local situation and weigh up the conseges. Therefore, the Pope neither excludes thsilplity of
accepting or seeking government recognition nooerages doing so: the ideal would be to abandorltreestine
condition but everything depends on the constrammsed. Caution should be used and the finalmeid belongs
to the local Bishop, who has to consult his prestage (7.8). Naturally, the Bishop may always cdirtbie Holy See,
in order to seek assistance in the difficult takkwaluating the local situation and discerning blest course of action,
but, in the end, the decision is left to him.

It is also opportune to recall that situationsatiffreatly from one zone to another, from one diede another (for
example, as regards the degree of freedom of gctifithe Church), and that even when the “objegtisonditions
are met (for example, the legitimacy of the Bishdpbe maturation and conscience of individual Citeomust
always be respected.
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safeguarding of the deposit of faith and of sacraaieand hierarchical communion is not of itself
opposed to dialogue with the authorities concerriimgse aspects of the life of the ecclesial
community that fall within the civil sphere. Theneuld not be any particular difficulties with
acceptance of the recognition granted by civil arities on condition that this does not entail the
denial of unrenounceable principles of faith andeotlesiastical communion. In not a few
particular instances, however, indeed almost alwaythe process of recognition the intervention
of certain bodies obliges the people involved topdattitudes, make gestures and undertake
commitments that are contrary to the dictates eifrtieonscience as Catholics. | understand,
therefore, how in such varied conditions and cirstances it is difficult to determine the correct
choice to be made. For this reason the Holy Séey; adstating the principles, leaves the decision
to the individual Bishop who, having consulted presbyterate, is better able to know the local
situation, to weigh the concrete possibilities bbice and to evaluate the possible consequences
within the diocesan community. It could be that fihal decision does not obtain the consensus of
all the priests and faithful. | express the hopewéver, that it will be accepted, albeit with
suffering, and that the unity of the diocesan comityuwith its own Pastor will be maintained”
(7.8).

“It would be good, finally, if Bishops and priestsith truly pastoral hearts, were to take
every possible step to avoid giving rise to situagi of scandal, seizing opportunities to form the
consciences of the faithful, with particular attentto the weakest: all this should be lived out in
communion and in fraternal understanding, avoiduagements and mutual condemnations. In
this case too, it must be kept in mind, especiafhere there is little room for freedom, that in
order to evaluate the morality of an act it is rsseey to devote particular care to establishing the
real intentions of the person concerned, in additoothe objective shortcoming. Every case, then,
will have to be pondered individually, taking acobof the circumstances” (7.9).

“The clandestine condition is not a normal featofe¢he Church's life, and history shows
that Pastors and faithful have recourse to it antyid suffering, in the desire to maintain the
integrity of their faith and to resist interferenée®m State agencies in matters pertaining
intimately to the Church's life. For this reasoe tHoly See hopes that these legitimate Pastors
may be recognized as such by governmental autb®fibir civil effects too — insofar as these are
necessary — and that all the faithful may be ablkexpress their faith freely in the social contiext
which they live” (8.10).
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12. How does the Holy Father view the Chinese Episcopats a whole?

“In recent years, for various reasons, you, my IBeotBishops, have encountered
difficulties, since persons who are not «ordaineahg sometimes not even baptized, control and
take decisions concerning important ecclesial gorest including the appointment of Bishops, in
the name of various State agencies. Consequenglyhawe witnessed a demeaning of the Petrine
and episcopal ministries by virtue of a vision bé tChurch according to which the Supreme
Pontiff, the Bishops and the priests risk becondegfactopersons without office and without
power. Yet in fact, as stated earlier, the Petaing episcopal ministries are essential and integral
elements of Catholic doctrine on the sacramentatstre of the Church” (8.2).

“Communion and unity — let me repeat (cf. sectioabldve) — are essential and integral
elements of the Catholic Church: therefore the psapfor a Church that is «independent» of the
Holy See, in the religious sphere, is incompatiith Catholic doctrine” (8.3).

“Many members of the Chinese episcopate who haigeduhe Church in recent decades
have offered and continue to offer a shining testiynto their own communities and to the
universal Church. Once again, let a heartfelt hyoshipraise and thanksgiving be sung to the
«chief Shepherd» of the flock Pet5:4): in fact, it must not be forgotten that maighops have
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undergone persecution and have been impeded ex#reise of their ministry, and some of them
have made the Church fruitful with the sheddingheir blood” (8.5).

“As in the rest of the world, in China too the Cttuiis governed by Bishops who, through
episcopal ordination conferred upon them by othalidly ordained Bishops, have received,
together with the sanctifying office, the officelsteaching and governing the people entrusted to
them in their respective particular Churches, vaithower that is conferred by God through the
grace of the sacrament of Holy Orders. The offafeteaching and governing «however, by their
very nature can be exercised only in hierarchicahmunion with the head and members of the
college» of Bishops. In fact, as the Council wentto say, «a person is made a member of the
episcopal body in virtue of the sacramental coragenr and by hierarchical communion with the
head and members of the college»” (8.8).

“Currently, all the Bishops of the Catholic ChuiahChina are sons of the Chinese People.
Notwithstanding many grave difficulties, the CatbdChurch in China, by a particular grace of
the Holy Spirit, has never been deprived of theistiy of legitimate Pastors who have preserved
the apostolic succession intact” (8.9).

“Some of them, not wishing to be subjected to unchugrol exercised over the life of the
Church, and eager to maintain total fidelity to ®wccessor of Peter and to Catholic doctrine,
have felt themselves constrained to opt for clatimkesonsecration. The clandestine condition is
not a normal feature of the Church'’s life, anddmsshows that Pastors and faithful have recourse
to it only amid suffering, in the desire to maintahe integrity of their faith and to resist
interference from State agencies in matters pemngimtimately to the Church's life. For this
reason the Holy See hopes that these legitimateéoBasnay be recognized as such by
governmental authorities for civil effects too -safiar as these are necessary — and that all the
faithful may be able to express their faith freilyhe social context in which they live” (8.10).

“Other Pastors, however, under the pressure oicpdat circumstances, have consented to
receive episcopal ordination without the pontificaandate, but have subsequently asked to be
received into communion with the Successor of Petet with their other brothers in the
episcopate. The Pope, considering the sincerittheir sentiments and the complexity of the
situation, and taking into account the opinion efghbouring Bishops, by virtue of his proper
responsibility as universal Pastor of the Churds granted them the full and legitimate exercise

of episcopal jurisdiction (.). It is indispensable, for the spiritual good dfet diocesan
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communities concerned, that legitimation (of thehbps), once it has occurred, is brought into
the public domain at the earliest opportunity, atmét the legitimized Bishops provide
unequivocal and increasing signs of full communidth the Successor of Peter” (8.11).

“Finally, there are certain Bishops — a very smalmber of them — who have been
ordained without the Pontifical mandate and whoehawt asked for or have not yet obtained, the
necessary legitimation. According to the doctrine tl,e Catholic Church, they are to be
considered illegitimate, but validly ordained, amd as it is certain that they have received
ordination from validly ordained Bishops and thia¢ tCatholic rite of episcopal ordination has
been respected” (8.12).

“The present College of Catholic Bishops of Chimarmot be recognized as an Episcopal
Conference by the Apostolic See: the «clandestiBeshops, those not recognized by the
Government but in communion with the Pope, arepaot of it; it includes Bishops who are still
illegitimate, and it is governed by statutes thahtain elements incompatible with Catholic
doctrine” (8.14).
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13. What is the Holy Father’s view about the nominationof Bishops in China?
“On the one hand, it is understandable that govemah authorities are attentive to the

choice of those who will carry out the importanterof leading and shepherding the local
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Catholic communities (...). On the other hand, théyt&ee follows the appointment of Bishops
with special care since this touches the very hehthe life of the Church, inasmuch as the
appointment of Bishops by the Pope is the guaraofttee unity of the Church and of hierarchical
communion. For this reason t®de of Canon Laycf. c. 1382) lays down grave sanctions both
for the Bishop who freely confers episcopal ordoatwithout an apostolic mandate and for the
one who receives it: such an ordination in fadidatd a painful wound upon ecclesial communion
and constitutes a grave violation of canonicaligise” (9.1).

“The Holy See would desire to be completely free a@opoint Bishops; therefore,
considering the recent particular developmenthefGhurch in China, | trust that an accord can
be reached with the Government so as to resolvaigeguestions regarding the choice of
candidates for the episcopate, the publicatiomefappointment of Bishops, and the recognition —
concerning civil effects where necessary — of tbe Bishops on the part of the civil authorities”
(9.3).

“Whenever it proves impossible within a diocesdintid suitable candidates to occupy the

episcopal see, the cooperation of Bishops in neighbg dioceses can help to identify suitable
candidates” (9.4).
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14. What guidelines does the Holy Father give regding the celebration of the Mass and the
administration of the other Sacraments?

Regarding the problem of concelebration of the Huosh “I remind you that this
presupposes, as conditions, profession of the daitite and hierarchical communion with the
Pope and with the universal Church. Therefore ltcis to concelebrate with Bishops and with
priests who are in communion with the Pope, evehal are recognized by the civil authorities
and maintain a relationship with entities desirgdhHe State and extraneous to the structure of the
Church, provided — as was said earlier (cf. secfiabove, paragraph 8) — that this recognition
and this relationship do not entail the denial afemounceable principles of the faith and of
ecclesiastical communion” (10.4).

“The lay faithful too, who are animated by a sircésve for Christ and for the Church,
must not hesitate to participate in the Euchaid¢lrated by Bishops and by priests who are in
full communion with the Successor of Peter andracegnized by the civil authorities. The same
applies for all the other sacraments” (10.5).

“Concerning Bishops whose consecrations took plgitlieout the pontifical mandate yet
respecting the Catholic rite of episcopal ordimatithe resulting problems must always be
resolved in the light of the principles of Cathotloctrine. Their ordination — as | have already
said (cf. section 8 above, paragraph 12) — isiillegte but valid, just as priestly ordinations
conferred by them are valid, and sacraments adtares by such Bishops and priests are

likewise valid. Therefore the faithful, taking thisto account, where the eucharistic celebration

® With regard to participation in the Mass and hie bther sacraments in an officially registeredrchuthe Holy
Father distinguishes two cases. If the Bishop er gghiest celebrant is in communion with the Pope, faithful
“should not hesitate” to receive the sacramentsafhim. If, on the contrary, the Bishop or prieskebeant is not in
communion with the Pope, the faithful “may” receigemmunion and the other sacraments from him on two
conditions: when they do not succeed in findingtiemte Pastors “without grave inconvenience tartkelves”, and
yet they feel the need of the sacraments for thwin spiritual good. In the second case, the firadigion will be
taken by the individual Catholic, taking into sersoconsideration the possibility indicated by trayH-ather.
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and the other sacraments are concerned, mustnwitailimits of the possible, seek Bishops and
priests who are in communion with the Pope: neesetts, where this cannot be achieved without
grave inconvenience, they may, for the sake of t@ritual good, turn also to those who are not

in communion with the Pope” (10.6).
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15. What guidelines does the Holy Father give regding the administration of dioceses and
parishes?

“Faced with certain problems that have emergedamous diocesan communities during
recent years, | feel it incumbent upon me to rettal canonical norm according to which every
cleric must be incardinated in a particular Chuochn an Institute of consecrated life and must
exercise his own ministry in communion with theatisan Bishop. Only for good reasons may a
cleric exercise his ministry in another dioceset, &dlways with the prior agreement of the two
diocesan Bishops, that is, the Ordinary of theipadr Church in which he is incardinated and
the Ordinary of the particular Church for whosevgsr he is destined” (10.3).
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“Every diocesan Bishop is invited to make use dispensable instruments of communion
and cooperation within the diocesan Catholic comitgunthe diocesan curia, the presbyteral
council, the college of consultors, the diocesastqral council and the diocesan finance council.
These agencies express communion, they favourhidueng of common responsibilities and are
of great assistance to the Pastors, who can thaits taemselves of the fraternal cooperation of
priests, consecrated persons and lay faithful "q1L0.

“The same is true of the various councils that calaw provides for parishes: the parish
pastoral council and the parish finance counci0.g).

“Both for dioceses and for parishes, particulaergion must be devoted to the Church's
temporal goods, moveable and immoveable, which lmeistgally registered in the civil sphere in
the name of the diocese or parish and never imahnge of individual persons (that is, the Bishop,
parish priest or a group of the faithful). Meanwhithe traditional pastoral and missionary
guideline that can be neatly summarized in thecipla: “nihil sine Episcopq retains all its
validity” (10.9).
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16. What is the attitude of the Holy See regardinghe delimitation of the borders of dioceses
according to the new civil circumscriptions?

Regarding this questiorithe Holy See is prepared to address the entiestipn of the
circumscriptions and ecclesiastical provinces inagen and constructive dialogue with the

Chinese Episcopate and — where opportune and helpifith governmental authorities” (11).
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17. What does the Holy Father recommend to all Catllic communities in their various
dioceses and parishes?

“It is consoling for me to note that, despite pastl present difficulties, the Bishops,
priests, consecrated persons and lay faithful naai@tained a profound awareness of being living
members of the universal Church, in communion dthfand life with all the Catholic
communities throughout the world” (12.1).

“Members of Catholic communities in your countryespecially Bishops, priests and
consecrated persons — are unfortunately not yetvad to live and to express fully and visibly
certain aspects of their belonging to the Churath teir hierarchical communion with the Pope,
since free contact with the Holy See and with ofBatholic communities in various countries is
ordinarily impeded. It is true that in recent yetirs Church has enjoyed greater religious freedom
than in the past. Nevertheless it cannot be deth&idgrave limitations remain that touch the heart
of the faith and that, to a certain degree, sutivgeastoral activity. In this regard | renew my
earnest wish (cf. section 4 above, paragraphs 2) hat in the course of a respectful and open
dialogue between the Holy See and the Chinese Bssba the one hand, and the governmental

authorities on the other, the difficulties mentidmeay be overcome” (12.2).
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18. What does the Holy Father recommend regarding rgests, especially young priests, in
China?

“The current ecclesial and socio-political situatieenders ever more urgent the need to
draw light and strength from the well-springs ofeptly spirituality, which are God's love, the
unconditional following of Christ, passion for ptamation of the Gospel, faithfulness to the
Church and generous service of neighbour” (13.1).

Young priests should follow the shining examplesBishops and priests who, in the
difficult years of the recent past, have testitieén unfailing love for the Church, even by thie gi
of their own lives for her and for Christ (13.1).

The Holy Father says‘My dear priests! You who bear ‘the burden of tthey and the
scorching heat’Nit 20:12), who have put your hand to the plough amaaot look back (cfLk
9:62): think of those places where the faithful a@ting anxiously for a priest and where for
many years, feeling the lack of a priest, they hasteceased to pray for one to arrive” (13.2).

“Among you there are confréres who have had to deal difficult times and situations,
adopting positions that cannot always be condomenh fan ecclesial point of view and who,

despite everything, want to return to full commumiwith the Church. In the spirit of that
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profound reconciliation to which my venerable pregssor repeatedly invited the Church in
China, | turn now to the Bishops who are in commuanwith the Successor of Peter, so that with a
paternal spirit they may evaluate these questi@se dy case and give a just response to that
desire, having recourse — if necessary — to thestgtio See” (13.2).

“In China too, as in the rest of the Church, thechéor an adequate ongoing formation of
the clergy is emerging” (13.3).
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19. What does the Holy Father recommend regardingriestly and Religious Vocations?

“During the last fifty years, the Church in Chinashnever lacked an abundant flowering of
vocations to the priesthood and to the consectdigedror this we must thank the Lord” (14.1).

“The need therefore emerges both for more carefohtional discernment on the part of
Church leaders, and for more in-depth educationiastduction of aspirants to the priesthood and
religious life” (14.2).

“The formation for celibacy of candidates for théepthood deserves particular mention”
(14.3).

“As for the religious vocation, in the present @xitof the Church in China it is necessary
that its two dimensions be seen ever more cleadynely, on the one hand, the witness of the
charism of total consecration to Christ through tbe/s of chastity, poverty and obedience, and
on the other hand, the response to the demandoiapn the Gospel in the socio-historical
circumstances of the country today” (14.4).
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20. What does the Holy Father recommend regardingaly people and the family?

The Holy Father appreciates thah the most difficult periods of the recent histmf the
Catholic Church in China, the lay faithful, both iasglividuals and families and as members of
spiritual and apostolic movements, have shown fateality to the Gospel, even paying a personal
price for their faithfulness to Christ” (15.1).

“My dear lay people, you are called, today toontarnate the Gospel in your lives and to
bear witness to it by means of generous and eftestrvice for the good of the people and for the
development of the country: and you will accomplibis mission by living as honest citizens”
(15.1).

“Since the future of humanity passes by way offdmily, | consider it indispensable and
urgent that lay people should promote family valaled safeguard the needs of the family” (15.2).
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21. What does the Holy Father recommend regardinghe Christian Initiation of Adults?

As regards adults coming to the faitlgpu, Pastors, are called to devote particulae ¢ar
their Christian initiation via an appropriate aretisus period of catechumenate aimed at helping
them and preparing them to lead the life of Jedigslples” (16.1).

“Evangelization is never purely an intellectual coomication, but rather includes
experience of life, purification and transformatiohthe whole of existence, and a journey in
communion” (16.2).

“Many adults have not always been sufficiently iateéd into the complete truth of the
Christian life (...). It therefore seems necessarg argent to offer them a solid and thorough

Christian formation, in the shape of a post-bapgiscatechumenat€16.3).
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22. What does the Holy Father recommend regardinghte missionary vocation of the Church
in China?

“The Church, always and everywhere missionaryalked to proclaim and to bear witness
to the Gospel. The Church in China must also samnseer heart the missionary ardour of her
Founder and Teacher” (17.1).

“Addressing young pilgrims on the Mount of the Beates in the Holy Year 2000, Pope
John Paul Il said: «(...) For two-thousand years $iisrifollowers have carried out this mission.

Now, at the dawn of the third millenniumjs your turr” (17.2).
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“Now it is your turn, Chinese disciples of the Hprto be courageous apostles of that
Kingdom. | am sure that your response will be ngesterous” (17.3).
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23. How does the Holy Father conclude his Letter?

The Letter concludes with the revocation of faeslénd other pastoral directives (18), an
invitation to the entire Church to hold an annualydf prayer for the Church in China on May 24
(19), and some beautiful words of farewell (20).

“Considering in the first place some positive depehents of the situation of the Church
in China, and in the second place the increasedrappties and greater ease in communication,
and finally the requests sent to Rome by varioush&ps and priests, | hereby revoke all the
faculties previously granted in order to addrestiq@dar pastoral necessities that emerged in truly
difficult times.

Let the same be applied to all directives of agra$tnhature, past and recent. The doctrinal
principles that inspired them now find a new apgian in the directives contained herein” (18.1-
2).

“Dear Pastors and all the faithful, the date 24 Mayld in the future become an occasion
for the Catholics of the whole world to be unitadorayer with the Church which is in China. This
day is dedicated to the liturgical memorial of Qady, Help of Christians, who is venerated with
great devotion at the Marian Shrine of Shesharhang§hai (19.1).

I would like that date to be kept by you as a daypmyer for the Church in China. |
encourage you to celebrate it by renewing your camion of faith in Jesus our Lord and of
faithfulness to the Pope, and by praying that theyutamong you may become ever deeper and
more visible (19.2).

On that same day, the Catholics of the whole werlth particular those who are of
Chinese origin — will demonstrate their fraternalidarity and solicitude for you, asking the Lord
of history for the gift of perseverance in witness,the certainty that your sufferings past and
present for the Holy Name of Jesus and your intrdpyalty to his Vicar on earth will be
rewarded, even if at times everything can seeniladad (19.3).

“May Mary Most Holy, Mother of the Church and Quesaf China, who at the hour of the
Cross patiently awaited the morning of the Restiordn the silence of hope, accompany you
with maternal solicitude and intercede for all oy together with Saint Joseph and the countless
Holy Martyrs of China.

| assure you of my constant prayers and, with tieate remembrance of the elderly, the
sick, the children and young people of your nob&idh, | bless you from my heart” (20.2-3).
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APPENDIX |

On requesting new faculties

With regard to all the revoked faculties, wheneparticular situations so require, the
Diocesan Bishop or whoever is temporarily goverrtimg diocese may ask for new and updated
faculties from the Congregation for the Evangeimatof Peoples. The Congregation shall
examine the requests and, if necessary, submit thiethe Holy Father’s consideration.
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APPENDIX I

On the celebration of Holy Mass

Concerning the place where Mass is to be celebratewn 932, § 1, of theode of Canon
Law stipulates thatthe Eucharistic celebration is to be carried outarsacred place, unless in a
particular case necessity requires otherwise; inolhcase the celebration must be in a fitting
plac€'. Therefore, if necessary, priests may celebttaelRucharist in the houses of the faithful.

With regard to the number of Masses which may lbebcated daily, canon 905, § 2, of the
Code of Canon Lawtipulates thatif there is a scarcity of priests, the local Ordiganay allow
priests, for a good reason, to celebrate twice na day or even, if pastoral need requires it, three
times on Sundays or holydays of obligatidfor exceptional cases a request may be seifteto t
Holy See.

Finally, as to the offering for the application thle Mass for a determined intention, the
Congregation for the Clergy laid down some ruleghandecreeMos iugitef of 22 February 1991
(AAS83 [1991], 443-446). Among these, the followingynh& recalled:

Preamble: (...) It is true that the faithful have always, espkyg in economically
depressed regions, had the practice of giving thesp modest offerings, without
requesting expressly that, for each of these offeri one single Mass be celebrated
according to a particular intention. In such caséss licit to combine the various
offerings in order to celebrate as many Masses asldavcorrespond to the fixed
diocesan stipend. The faithful are, of course, gsvlree to combine their intentions
and offerings for the celebration of a single M&zsthese intentions.

“Art. 2 - 8 1. In cases in which the people makidffering, have been previously
and explicitly informed and have freely consentedambining their offerings with
others in a single offering, their intentions cae katisfied with a single Mass
celebrated according to a «collective» intention.

8§ 2. In this case it is necessary that the dayceland time for the celebration of
this Mass, which is not to be more than twice akywbe made publit.

“Art. 3 - 8§ 1. In cases described in art. 2, § Isiticit for the celebrant to keep only
the amount of the offering established by the dieqefr Code of Canon Law, canon
950).

§ 2. Any amount exceeding this offering shall l@mdmitted to the Ordinary as
specified in canon 951, § 1, who will provide ftsr destination according to the ends
established by law (cfr Code of Canon Law, cand®)94

For a proper reflection on this entire delicatei¢dapis good to recall also the directives
given by the Second Vatican Council in the dedPeesbyterorum Ordinis“Priests, just like
bishops, are to use moneys acquired by them onotwasion of their exercise of some
ecclesiastical office primarily for their own suppand the fulfilment of the duties of their state.
They should be willing to devote whatever is lefeoto the good of the Church or to works of
charity” (n. 17). Mass stipends fall into this aztey.
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