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Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good Morning!

Today’s Gospel passage (cf. Lk: 13 22-30) presents Jesus teaching in towns and villages, on his
way to Jerusalem where he knows he will die on the Cross for the salvation of us all. In this
context, a man asks a question, who addresses him saying: “Lord, will those who are saved be
few?” (v. 23). The question had been a source of debate at that time — how many will be saved,
how many not ... — and there were several ways to interpret Scriptures on the issue, depending
on the texts chosen. Jesus, however, reverses the question — which stresses quantity, that is:
“are they few?...” — and instead places the question in the context of responsibility, inviting us to
make good use of the present. Indeed, he says: “Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, | tell
you, will seek to enter and will not be able” (v. 24).

With these words, Jesus makes it clear that it is not a matter of numbers, there is no “limited
number” in Paradise! Rather, it is a case of taking the right way from now, and this right way is for
everyone, but it is narrow. This is the problem. Jesus does not want to give us false hopes by
saying: “Yes, do not worry, it is easy, there is a beautiful highway with a large gate at the end ...."”.
He does not say this. He tells us things as they truly are: the doorway is narrow. In what sense? In
the sense that, in order to save oneself, one has to love God and neighbour, and this is
uncomfortable! It is a “narrow doorway” because it is demanding. Love is always demanding. It
requires commitment, indeed, “effort”, that is, a determined and persevering willingness to live
according to the Gospel. Saint Paul calls it “the good fight of the faith” (1 Tim 6:12). It takes a daily,

all-day effort to love God and neighbour.

And in order to explain himself better, Jesus tells a parable. There is a householder who
represents the Lord. His house symbolizes eternal life, thus salvation. And here the image of the
door returns. Jesus says: “When once the householder has risen up and shut the door, you will
begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying: ‘Lord, open to us’. He will answer you, ‘|
do not know where you come from™ (Lk 13: 25). These people will then attempt to claim his
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acquaintance, reminding the householder: “I ate and drank with you ... | listened to your advice, to
your public teaching ...” (cf. 26); “I was there when you held that talk ...” . But the Lord will repeat
that he does not know them and he calls them “workers of iniquity”. Here is the problem! The Lord
will not recognize us for our claims — “But look, Lord, | used to belong to that association, | was
friends with this monsignor, this cardinal, this priest ...”. No, claims do not count, they do not count.
The Lord will recognize us only for our humble life and a good life, a life of faith that resulted in
good works.

And for us Christians, this means that we are called to establish a true communion with Jesus,
praying, going to Church, drawing near to the Sacraments and nourishing ourselves of his Word.
This keeps us in the faith, nourishes our hope, rekindles our charity. And thus, with God’s grace,
we can and must live our lives for the good of our brothers and sisters, fighting against every kind
of evil and injustice.

May the Virgin Mary help us in this. She went through the narrow door that is Jesus. She
welcomed him with all her heart and she followed him every day of her life, even when she did not
understand, even when a sword pierced her soul. This is why we invoke her as “Mary Gate of
Heaven”, a gate that traces the form of Jesus precisely: the door to God’s heart, a demanding
heart, but one that is open to us all.

After the Angelus, the Holy Father continued as follows:

Dear brothers and sisters, | convey my greeting to you all, Romans and pilgrims. | greet in
particular the community of the Pontifical North American College, especially the new seminarians
who have just arrived. Dear Seminarians, | exhort you to spiritual commitment and fidelity to
Christ, the Gospel and the Church’s Magisterium. Without building upon these pillars, it will be
impossible to truly build your vocation. | greet the young people from Catholic Action from the
Diocese of Bologna: the youth from the pastoral Unit of Rovato, Diocese of Brescia and those from
Ponte Nossa, Diocese of Bergamo.

We are all concerned about the vast fires that are raging in the Amazon. Let us pray that with
everyone’s commitment, they may be brought under control as soon as possible. That forest lung
is vital for our planet.

| see that there are some of my Argentinian compatriots and | greet them heartily!

| wish everyone a happy Sunday. And please do not forget to pray for me. Enjoy your lunch.
Arrivedercil
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