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At the Angelus Benedict XVI comments on the Parable of the Talents and speaks of his upcoming Visit to Benin

For reconciliation and justice in Africa

Adult stem cells

Even one
human life

Benedict XVI to volunteers of Europe

Instruments of God’s love
The Pope addressed Catholic volun-
teers of Europe on 11 November at a
meeting organized by the Pontifical
Council “Cor Unum”.
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A conference at the Vatican organized by ‘L’Osservatore Romano’

The Church and the media

The Pontifical Council for Cul-
ture hosted an international con-
ference in the Vatican on adult
stem cells from 9 to 11 November.
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L’Osservatore Romano dedicated a study day to the string of misunder-
standings between the Church and the media on Thursday, 10 November,
in the Vatican’s Old Synod Hall.
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CONTINUED ON PA G E 2

On Sunday, 13 November, at the
recitation of the Angelus, the Holy
Father asked the faithful gathered in St
Peter’s Square to pray for his
upcoming Visit to Benin and
recommended watchfulness on the
journey to God. The following is a
translation of the Pope’s Address, which
was given in Italian.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The word of God of this Sunday —
the second to last Sunday of the
liturgical year — warns us of the
transience of our earthly existence
and invites us to live it as a pilgrim-
age, keeping our gaze fixed on the
destination for which God has cre-
ated us. Moreover, since he made us
for himself (cf. St Augustine, Confes-
sions 1, 1), he is our ultimate destina-
tion and the meaning of our exist-
ence.

Death, followed by the Last
Judgement, is an obligatory stage to
pass through in order to reach this
definitive reality. The Apostle Paul
says: “the day of the Lord will come
like a thief in the night” (1 Thess
5:2), that is, without warning. May
knowledge of the glorious return of
the Lord Jesus spur us to live in an
attitude of watchfulness, waiting for
his manifestation and in constant re-
membrance of his first Coming.

In the well known Parable of the
Talents — recounted by the Evangel-
ist Matthew (cf. 25: 14-30) — Jesus
tells the story of three servants to
whom their master entrusted his

property, before setting out on a
long journey. Two of them behaved
impeccably, doubling the value of
what they had received. On the con-
trary, the third buried the money he
had received in a hole. On his re-
turn, the master asked his servants
to account for what he had entrus-
ted to them and while he was
pleased with the first two he was
disappointed with the third.

Indeed, the servant who had hid-
den his talent and failed to make it
increase in worth, had calculated

badly. He behaved as if his master
were never to return, as if there
would never be a day on which he
would be asked to account for his
actions. With this parable Jesus
wanted to teach his disciples to
make good use of his gifts: God
calls every person and offers talents
to all, at the same time entrusting
each one with a mission to carry
out. It would be foolish to presume
that these gifts are an entitlement,
just as failing to use them would
mean failing to achieve our purpose
in life.

In commenting on this Gospel
passage St Gregory the Great noted
that the Lord does not let anyone
lack the gift of his charity, of his
love. He wrote: “brothers, it is ne-
cessary that you pay the utmost at-
tention to preserving love in
everything you must do” (Homilies
on the Gospel, 9, 6). After explaining
that true charity consists in loving
enemies as well as friends, he added:
“if someone lacks this virtue, he
loses every good he possesses, he is
deprived of the talent he received
and is cast out into the darkness”
(ibid.).

Dear brothers and sisters, let us
accept the invitation to be watchful,
of which the Scriptures frequently
remind us! This is the attitude of

those who know that the Lord will
return and that he will wish to see
the fruits of his love in us. Charity is
the fundamental good that no one
can fail to bring to fruition and
without which every other good is
worthless (cf. 1 Cor 13:3). If Jesus
loved us to the point of giving his
life for us (cf. 1 Jn 3:16), how can we
not love God with the whole of
ourselves and love one another with
real warmth? (cf. 1 Jn 4:11). It is
only by practising charity that we
too will be able to share in the joy
of Our Lord. May the Virgin Mary
teach us active and joyful watchful-
ness on our journey towards the en-
counter with God.
After the Angelus the Pope said:

Today is the World Day of Dia-
betes, a chronic disease that afflicts
many, even young people. I pray for
all these brothers and sisters and for
all who, every day, share in their
daily trials; as well as for health-care
workers and for the volunteers who
help them.

Today the Church in Italy is cel-
ebrating Thanksgiving Day. In look-
ing at the fruits of the earth which
the Lord has given to us this year
too, let us acknowledge that human
work would be fruitless if he did not
make it fertile. “Only with God is
their a future in the land”. While we
give thanks, let us engage to respect
the earth that God has entrusted to
our keeping.

Adult stem cells (right) next to an artery,
courtesy of Peter Psaltis, Mayo Clinic
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