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with which the Apostolic Constitution Pastor Bonus is amended and certain competences
transferred from the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments to the
new Office set up at the Tribunal of the Roman Rota for processes of dispensation from ratified
and non-consummated marriage and for cases concerning the nullity of sacred ordination.

The Holy See has always sought to adapt its structures of governance to the pastoral needs that
arise in the life of the Church in every period of history, thereby modifying the structure and
competence of the Dicasteries of the Roman Curia.

The Second Vatican Council moreover confirmed this criterion, reaffirming the need to adapt the
Dicasteries to the needs of our time and of different regions and rites, especially with regard to
their number, their titles, their competence, their procedures and how they coordinate their
activities (cf. Decree Christus Dominus, 9).

Following these principles, my Predecessor, Blessed John Paul II, proceeded to an overall
reorganization of the Roman Curia through the Apostolic Constitution Pastor Bonus, promulgated
on 28 June 1988 (AAS 80 [1988] 841-930), defining the competence of the different Dicasteries,
taking into account the Code of Canon Law, promulgated five years earlier, and the norms that
were then being drawn up for the Eastern Churches. Later, both my Predecessor and I intervened
with further measures, modifying the structure and competence of certain Dicasteries, the better to
respond to changed needs.

In present circumstances it has seemed appropriate for the Congregation for Divine Worship and
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the Discipline of the Sacraments to focus mainly on giving a fresh impetus to promoting the
Sacred Liturgy in the Church, in accordance with the renewal that the Second Vatican Council
desired, on the basis of the Constitution Sacrosanctum Concilium.

I have therefore deemed it opportune to transfer to a new Office, set up at the Tribunal of the
Roman Rota, the competence for processes of dispensation from ratified and non-consummated
marriage and cases concerning the nullity of sacred ordination.

Consequently, on the advice of the Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and
the Discipline of the Sacraments and with the favourable opinion of the Dean of the Tribunal of the
Roman Rota, having heard the opinion of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura and of
the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts, I decree the following:

Art. 1
Articles 67 and 68 of the above-mentioned Apostolic Constitution Pastor Bonus are abrogated.

Art. 2
Article 126 of the Apostolic Constitution Pastor Bonus is amended as follows:

“Article 126 § 1. The Roman Rota is a court of higher instance at the Apostolic See, usually at the
appellate stage, with the purpose of safeguarding rights within the Church; it fosters unity of
jurisprudence and, by virtue of its own decisions, provides assistance to lower tribunals.

§ 2. An Office has been set up at this Tribunal to examine the fact of non-consummation in a
marriage and the existence of a just cause for granting a dispensation. It therefore receives all the
acts, together with the votum of the Bishop and the remarks of the Defender of the Bond, weighs
them according to its own special procedure and, if the case warrants it, submits a petition to the
Supreme Pontiff requesting the dispensation.

§3. This Office is also competent to examine cases concerning the nullity of sacred ordination, in
accordance with both universal and proper law, congrua congruis referendo”.

Art. 3
The Office for processes of dispensation from ratified and non-consummated marriage and for
cases concerning the nullity of sacred ordination is presided over by the Dean of the Roman Rota,
assisted by Officials, Delegated Commissioners and Consultors.

Art. 4
On the day of the entry into force of these regulations, any processes of dispensation from ratified
and non-consummated marriage and cases concerning the nullity of sacred ordination still pending
at the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments will be transferred to
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the new Office at the Tribunal of the Roman Rota and will be decided by the latter.

I order that everything established by this Apostolic Letter Motu Proprio data be fully observed in
all its parts, notwithstanding anything to the contrary, even if worthy of particular mention, and I
establish that it be promulgated through publication in the daily newspaper L’Osservatore Romano
and that it come into force on 1 October 2011.

Given in Castel Gandolfo, on 30 August in the year 2011, the seventh of my Pontificate.

 BENEDICTUS PP. XVI
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