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Forty days after his birth, Jesus was taken to the Temple. Mary and Joseph brought him in order
to present him to God. Today, on the Feast of Our Lord’s Baptism, you parents have brought your
children to receive Baptism, to receive what your asked for at the beginning, when I asked you the
first question: “Faith. I want faith for my child”. In this way faith is passed on from one generation to
the next, as a sequence, over the course of time.

These little boys, these little girls, years from now, will take your place with another child — your
grandchildren — and will ask the same: faith. The faith that Baptism gives us. The faith that the
Holy Spirit brings today to the heart, to the soul, to the life of these, your children.

You have asked for faith. When the Church hands you the lit candle, she will tell you to safeguard
the faith of these children. Lastly, do not forget that the greatest legacy that you can give to your
children is faith. Take care that it is not lost, make it grow and leave it as a legacy.

I wish you this today, on this day that is joyful for you. I wish that you may be able to raise these
children in the faith and that the greatest legacy they receive from you is truly faith.

I have only one piece of advice. A baby cries because he or she is hungry, I say to the mothers: if
your child is hungry, feed him or her here, you are completely free to do so.
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