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Mr. Ambassador,

I am pleased to welcome you to the Vatican and to accept the Letters accrediting you as
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Belize to the Holy See. I am grateful for the
greetings which you have brought from Her Excellency the Governor–General and from the Prime
Minister, and I ask you to convey to them and to all your fellow–citizens the expression of my good
wishes that Belize, having begun its second decade as an independent and sovereign State, will
always enjoy the blessings of freedom, prosperity and peace.

You have referred to your country’s commitment to fostering unity, understanding and democratic
harmony in all aspects of national life. As I sought to emphasize during my visit to Belize in 1983,
members of different religious traditions have their own role to play in building a society which
reflects "God’s design for a world where justice, freedom and mutual respect are the authentic
expression of a civilization of love" (John Paul II, Address of John Paul II to the Authorities of
Belize, 1). A spirit of constructive dialogue and cooperation between all people of good will–both
believers and those who profess no religion–is essential for building a society which proposes to
serve the integral good of each of its members and to promote their active involvement in every
aspect of civic life. Social questions have a profound ethical and moral dimension which must not
be overlooked in determining public policy and concrete programmes of development. In this
respect, the religious life of a nation is a fundamental factor of its authentic human progress.

Like many countries which have recently gained full independence, Belize is striving for a
balanced and truly human model of development, one which will provide for the present needs of
its people while laying the foundations for stable economic growth in the future. These two aspects
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of development remain inseparable: as recent changes in the international order have clearly
demonstrated, a purely economic or materialistic understanding of development, one which fails to
take into consideration the spiritual needs and aspirations of individuals and peoples, is ultimately
incapable of building a just and peaceful society. Genuine development must take into account the
full range of the needs of each member of society and the demands of the common good, within
the framework of an effective solidarity that transcends merely individual, national or regional
interests. Working for the authentic development of peoples must furthermore be recognized as
"an imperative which obliges each and every man and woman, as well as societies and nations"
(John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 32).

Belize has much to contribute to the important work of fostering reconciliation and peace
throughout Central America. Your nation’s commitment to democratic principles can be a source
of encouragement to other societies which are striving to establish a social order favouring
individual initiative, respect for the rule of law, and concern for the poor and needy, the refugee
and the stranger.

The Church in Belize, for her part, wishes to contribute to the growth of society through her various
educational and charitable institutions. Inspired by faith in Christ, Catholics seek to be a source of
harmony in your country’s multi ethnic society and to bring the wisdom of the Gospel to bear upon
the challenges facing the nation.

Mr. Ambassador, as you assume your new responsibilities I offer you my prayerful good wishes
and I assure you of the willing cooperation of the various offices of the Roman Curia. Upon
yourself and upon all the beloved people of Belize I cordially invoke the abundant blessings of
Almighty God.
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