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Dear Archbishop Martino,
Dear Friends,
I am indeed happy to greet you, the members of the Holy See’s Delegation to the United Nations
Second Conference on the Human Habitat which has just ended in Istanbul. In the course of these
two weeks, you have taken part in discussions on what constitutes a home truly worthy of human
beings, a home properly adapted to the needs of the family.
Your principal concern at the Conference has been to put the inalienable dignity of the human
person at the centre of everyone's attention, and to draw out the consequences for the
international community of that dignity in relation to something as fundamental to people's
well‑being as the human habitat, the physical and social environment in which individuals and
families work out their earthly destiny.
I wish to thank you for your dedication and for your sensitivity to the real needs of people as
regards housing and living conditions. Through your skill and commitment, you have made public
opinion more clearly aware of the fact that the human habitat will not be truly human unless it also
promotes the spiritual and moral development of the human person, and is open to the fraternal
solidarity which springs from the social dimension of human life. Your contribution to the
Conference was enlightened by the Christian ideal of the family, as experienced by Jesus in
Nazareth, in the setting of a hard‑working and peaceful life lived in the sight of God.
As a token of my gratitude and of the appreciation which you have merited on the part of the Holy
See I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing to you and to your dear ones.
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