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 Madam President,I am pleased to welcome you to the Vatican on the occasion of your visit to Rome for the anniversary

celebrations of the Pontifical Irish College. I take this occasion to express to you my deep affection for the Irish people

and I ask you kindly to bring back to them the Pope’s warm greeting and the assurance of his prayers. Ireland, with its

rich Christian history and its outstanding patrimony of spiritual and cultural values, has an essential role to play in the

building of the new Europe and the affirmation of its deepest identity. It is my hope that the Gospel message will provide

continued inspiration and encouragement to all who are committed to the advancement of Ireland in the path of justice

and solidarity, and above all in the great work of national reconciliation. With my Apostolic

Blessing.

  

*L'Osservatore Romano. Weekly Edition in English n.47 p.2.
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