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Decree on the inscription of the celebration of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto in the General Roman Calendar

DECREE
on the celebration of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto
to be inscribed in the General Roman Calendar

Since the Middle Ages veneration for the Holy House of Loreto has been the origin of that particular shrine which
still today is visited by many faithful pilgrims in order to nourish their faith in the Word of God made flesh for us.

This shrine recalls the mystery of the Incarnation, leading all those who visit it to consider “the fullness of time”,
when God sent his Son, born of a woman, as well as to meditate both on the words of the Angel announcing the
Good News and on the words of the Virgin in response to the divine call. Overshadowed by the Spirit, the
humble handmaid of the Lord so became the dwelling-place of divinity, the purist image of the holy Church.

Closely bound to the Apostolic See this shrine, praised by Popes and known throughout the world, has, over the
years and no less than Nazareth in the Holy Land, been able to illustrate powerfully the evangelical virtues of the
Holy Family.

In the Holy House, before the image of the Mother of the Redeemer and of the Church, Saints and Blesseds
have responded to their vocation, the sick have invoked consolation in suffering, the people of God have begun
to praise and plead with Mary using the Litany of Loreto, which is known throughout the world. In a particular



way all those who travel via aircraft have found in her their heavenly patron.

In light of this, Pope Francis has decreed, by his own authority, that the optional memorial of the Blessed Virgin
Mary of Loreto should be inscribed in the Roman Calendar on 10 December, the day on which the feast falls in
Loreto, and celebrated every year. This celebration will help all people, especially families, youth and religious to
imitate the virtues of that perfect disciple of the Gospel, the Virgin Mother, who, in conceiving the Head of the
Church also accepted us as her own.

Therefore the new memorial must appear in all Calendars and Liturgical Books for the celebration of Mass and
the Liturgy of the Hours; the relative texts are attached to this decree and their translations, approved by the
Episcopal Conferences, will be published after confirmation by this Dicastery.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.

From the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, 7 October 2019, the memorial
of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the Rosary.

Robert Card. Sarah
Prefect

+Arthur Roche
Archbishop Secretary

“Memoria ad libitum” of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Loreto in the Book of Roman Rite

Adnexus decreto diei 7 mensis Octobris 2019

Additiones in Libris liturgicis Ritus Romani
de memoria ad libitum B. Marize Virginis de Loreto

IN CALENDARIUM ROMANUM GENERALEM
DECEMBER
10 B. Mariae Virginis de Loreto
IN MISSALE ROMANUM
Die 10 decembris
Beatae Mariae Virginis de Loreto
De Communi beatae Mariae Virginis
Collecta

Deus, qui promissa Patribus adimplens
beatam Virginem Mariam elegisti,
ut matrem fieret Salvatéris,



concéde nobis illius exémpla sectari,
cuius humilitas tibi placuit,

et oboediéntia nobis profuit.

Per DOminum.

IN ORDINEM LECTIONUM MISSAE

Dei 10 decembris
689 bis Beatae Mariae Virginis de Loreto

De Communi beatae Mariae Virginis.

Lectio | Is 7,10-14; 8,10, n. 707, 7.

Ps. Resp. Lc 1, 46-47. 48-49. 50-51. 52-53. 54-55, n. 709, 5.
Alleuia Cf. Lc 1, 28, n. 711, 1.

Evang. Lc 1, 26-38, n. 712, 4.

IN LITURGIAM HORARUM
Die 10 decembiris
BEATAE MARIAE VIRGINIS DE LORETO

Alma Domus — quam chronica anno 1465 exarata dicit inventam nocte inter 9 et 10 decembris 1294, in ipso colle
ubi adhuc est — origo est devotionis marianae quae in sanctuario Lauretano ostenditur, memoria mysterii
incarnationis atque exemplorum evangelicorum Sanctae Familiae Nazarethanae Multi Summi Pontifices
apostolicam curam sanctuario Virginis Lauretanae tribuerunt, quae a Benedicto XV patrona aeronautarum
proclamata est. Litaniae vero Lauretanae per universam Ecclesiam diffunduntur.

De Communi b. Mariae Virginis: Liturgia Horarum |, praeter sequentia.
Ad Officium lectionis
Lectio Altera

Ex Epistola sancti loannis Pauli Il papae pro VIl saeculari anniversario Almae Domus Lauretanae (Lettera a
Mons. P. Macchi, 15 agosto 1993: Insegnamenti di Giovanni Paolo I, XV1/2, 526-537)

Maria spatium corporale spiritualeque Incarnationis

Lauretana Alma Domus, non “reliquia” tantum est, sed potius pretidésa ac vera “icéna”. “lcéna” non veritatum a
sénsibus sepositarum, sed unius evéntus et mystérii, id est Incarnationis Verbi.

Incarnatio quidem, quae intra has sacras parietes memoratur, statim préprium germanimque sensum biblicum
recuperat; non enim de mera doctrina agitur, quae ad unidonem inter divinum et humanum attinet, sed pétius de
evéntu, qui in exacto témporis momeénto ac definito loco accidit, sicut verba Apostoli mirabiliter maniféstant: Ubi
venit plenitudo témporis, misit Deus Filium suum, factum ex muliere.

Maria est Mulier; illa est, ut ita dicamus, spatium edédem témpore corporeum et spirituale in quo Incarnatio facta
est. Sed Domus étiam, in qua vixit, huius rei evocatio est manifésta.
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Meméoria vitae absconditae Nazarethanae res certas évocat et vitae préprias dmnium héminum mulierimque.
Ea nempe sensum sanctitatis familiae rénovat, repénte osténdens univérsam summam virtitum, quae hédie
tam minitatee sunt, id est fidélitas, vitae obséquium, educatio filibrum, cura orationis, et quas christianae familiae
dénuo invenire possunt intra parietes Domus illius sanctae primae atque eximiae histériae ecclésiae
domeésticae.

Domus illa alma commémorat, eédem témpore, magnitudinem vocationis ad vitam consecratam ac virginitatem
pro Dei Regno, quae praeclarum habuit initium in perséna Mariae Virginis et Matris.

luvénibus deinde, qui innumerabiles petunt peregrinantes ad Domum Matris, iterare cupimus ea verba quae olim
eis diximus: «lte ad Mariam, ite cum Maria ... in corde vestro eius “fiat” résonet». Utinam iGvenes, iuxta
praecépta Domus Nazarethanae, renovare valeant suam diligéntiam in cathdlico laicérum érdine ad Christum in
cordibus, familiis, sciéntia atque societate restituéndum.

lustus impetus nostri témporis ad agnoscéndum pro muliere illum statum qui ad eam pértinet in Ecclésia et
societate, hic vero aptissimam opportunitatem pervestigatidnis invenit. Quia misit Deus Filium suum, factum ex
muliere, omnes mulieres, in Maria, ad talem dignitatem ita elevatae sunt ut aliam illa maiérem cogitari néqueat.

Nulla thedrica consideratio, praetérea, dignitatem humani labdris exaltare poéterit magis quam scire quod Ipse
Filius Dei Nazareth laboravit et vocari permisit fabri filius.

Quoémodo, dénique, non mentionem facere possimus “electionis pauperum”, quam Ecclésia in Concilio fecit et
magis magisque clare pdéstea confirmavit? Austérae et modéstae sanctae Domus parietes nos admonent Deum
Ipsum hanc electionem inauguravisse in Maria, quae, sicut [égitur in textum conciliarem, «praecéllit inter humiles
ac pauperes DOmini, qui salutem cum fiducia ab Eo sperant et accipiunt».

Omni témpore étenim, ad paupertatem et passionem quod attinet, locum praecipuum in histéria Sanctuarii
aegroti habuérunt, qui, primi ex dmnibus, peregrinantes ad Almam Domum accurrérunt et eius famam in
géntibus diffudérunt. Ubinam céterum illi mélius excipiantur, nisi in Domo lllius quam in Litaniis Lauretanis
invocamus sicut “salutem infirmoérum” et “consolatricem afflictorum”?

«Hoc Sanctuarium Lauretanum - sicut dixit loannes XXIII — semper patula fenéstra in univérsum orbem terrarum
esse valeat, voces illas arcanas révocans, quae animarum, familiarum populorumque sanctificationem
annuntiant».

Responsorium

R/. Vere benedicta tu in muliéribus quia Deus in te pdsuit tabernaculum suum. * Consecrabis Doémino
multitidines populérum.
V/. Quem caeli capere non péterant, tuo grémio contulisti. * Consecrabis.

Oratio

Deus, qui promissa Patribus adimplens beatam Virginem Mariam elegisti, ut matrem fieret Salvatdris, concéde
nobis illius exémpla sectari, cuius humilitas tibi placuit, et oboediéntia nobis préfuit. Per Dominum.

IN MARTYROLOGIUM ROMANUM

Addi debet ad diem 10 decembris primo loco elogium quod sequitur:

Beatae Mariae Virginis de Loreto, in Itélia, cuius veneratio ducit ad mystérium Incarnatidnis Verbi Dei pro salute
nostra contemplandum, nos docens ad vocationem christianam aequo animo assentiri.



