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Pubblichiamo di seguito il telegramma augurale che il Santo Padre Benedetto XVI ha inviato al Patriarca
Ecumenico di Costantinopoli, Sua Santita Bartolomeo I, in occasione del suo 70° genetliaco:

e TELEGRAMMA DEL SANTO PADRE

TO HIS HOLINESS BARTHOLOMAIOS |

ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH

THE HAPPY OCCASION OF YOUR SEVENTIETH BIRTHDAY OFFERS ME A WELCOME OPPORTUNITY TO
GIVE THANKS TO GOD, THE FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AND THE GIVER OF EVERY GOOD
GIFT, FOR THE ABUNDANT BLESSINGS WHICH HE HAS BESTOWED UPON YOUR HOLINESS, AND AT
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THE SAME TIME TO CONVEY MY WARM GOOD WISHES.
THESE FERVENT AND FRATERNAL GOOD WISHES ARE ACCOMPANIED BY MY PRAYERS THAT OUR

ONE LORD WILL SUSTAIN YOU WITH HIS STRENGTH AND GRACE AS YOU CARRY OUT YOUR HIGH
MINISTRY OF PASTOR, PREACHER OF THE GOSPEL AND TEACHER OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE.

WITH PLEASANT MEMORIES OF OUR MEETINGS, PARTICULARLY MY VISIT TO THE PHANAR FOR THE
FEAST OF THE APOSTLE ANDREW, PETER’'S BROTHER, | EXCHANGE WITH YOUR HOLINESS A HOLY
EMBRACE, WHILE EXPRESSING MY PRAYERFUL CONFIDENCE THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD WILL
CONTINUE TO ENLIGHTEN AND GUIDE OUR PATH TOWARDS THE FULL COMMUNION WILLED BY
CHRIST FOR ALL HIS DISCIPLES.
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